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Parliament, and Parliament to the electorate. That is to
say, since this is a democratic country, the men and women
voters of Great Britain are, in the last anatysis, responsible
for the Colonial Empire.
The Colonies, however, are not governed directly from
Whitehall. Each Colony has its Governor, who represents
the King and is nominated by the Secretary of State, and
the Governor is as a rule assisted by executive and legis-
lative councils, partly nominated and partly elected. The
actual administration is carried on by the Colonial Service,
a unified body corresponding to the Home and Indian Civil
Services, whose members in the higher ranks at least are
liable to serve anywhere in the Colonial Empire, but who
act locally under the authority of the Governor in council.
Attached to the Colonial Office are various expert advisers
and committees to assist and advise the Secretary of State
in his complex task. The Crown Agents, who are also under
the authority of the Secretary of State, act for all the Colonial
Governments as purchasing agents in London and in various
commercial, technical and financial capacities. Some of the
Colonial Governments maintain trade commissioners and
information offices in London, and the Home Government,
through the Department of Overseas Trade, appoints trade
commissioners and commercial correspondents in the
Colonies. Both the central and local machinery of govern-
ment will be more fully explained in subsequent chapters.
From the economic point of view, the Colonial Empire,
considered as a whole, is of great and growing importance.
It is already the largest oversea market for British exports,
since the Colonies are for the most part primary producers,
and unlike the Dominions have comparatively few industries
of their own. In return for raw materials, therefore, they
are able to take an increasing range and volume of British
manufactured goods. Moreover, the total trade of the